Endoscopic removal of gastric and duodenal polyps.
As endoscopic surgery comes into its own, the applications of this modality are increasing. This is well illustrated by the use of endoscopic polypectomy in the colon, and more recently by endoscopic polypectomy in the stomach and duodenum. We can anticipate increased applicability of these technics as the experience widens and the margins of safety increase. The present series of six polypectomies from the stomach and duodenum confirms the applicability of endoscopic polypectomy for this portion of the gastrointestinal tract, attests to its safety, and indicates that these procedures can contribute materially to the care of patients with gastric or duodenal polyps. The real and potential problems are discussed.